
Educational Guide 
The Persecution of the Jews 
in Ten Stages

This educational guide takes visitors past the ten stages of 

genocide shown in the exhibition ‘The Persecution of the Jews 

in Photographs: The Netherlands 1940-1945’. Could genocide 

be prevented if people would recognise these stages in time? 

American law professor Gregory Stanton described the  

steps leading to genocide. His theory does not apply to the  

Holocaust alone. 

The persecution of the Jews was conceived and carried out by 

people. Some of them were active perpetrators, others resisted, 

but most people did nothing. One hundred and four thousand 

Jewish men, women, and children from the Netherlands were 

murdered because of hatred, discrimination, and indifference. 

The exhibition titled ‘The Persecution of the Jews in Photo-

graphs: The Netherlands, 1940-1945’ runs in the new National 

Holocaust Museum in Amsterdam until 6 October 2019 and will 

then travel on to the Topography of Terror in Berlin. 

See www.jck.nl for further information. 

Listen to the podcast ‘The Persecution of the Jews  

in Ten Stages’ on www.persecutionofjewsinphotos.com

Polarisation
At the next stage, prejudice and anti-Semitic stereotyping were 

followed by discriminatory legislation. Just a few months after 

the start of the occupation, the first anti-Jewish measures were 

introduced, which eventually drove the Jews further and further 

apart from the rest of society. Because of all the prohibitions, 

Jews were no longer able to live normal lives. For example,  

Jews could no longer access the popular  

Lepelenburg park in Utrecht. With every 

step it became harder for Jews to resist 

the new measures, and for others to help. 

> Citizens must stay alert to make sure 
their government does not introduce 
discriminatory laws. 
Photo: Nico Jesse, Nederlands Fotomuseum 1942

Classification
Before the Second World War, around two per cent of the 

Dutch population was Jewish. The Jews blended in with society. 

The Nazis used their own guidelines to determine who was 

Jewish and who was not, and set people against each other. 

They used hate propaganda to fuel the flames of anti-Semitism. 

Jews lost contact with the rest of society and became isolated. 

In this picture from 1933, all of 

that still seems far away. 

> In a society where  
differences are accepted,  
hatred against minorities 
does not stand a chance.
Photo: The Ghetto Fighters’ House 

Israel / The photo archive 1933

Organisation
The persecution of the Jews was conceived, prepared, and 

carried out by people. The German Nazis received the help of 

Dutch collaborators, for instance when Dutch civil servants 

assisted in recording where in Amsterdam Jews lived. Their 

thorough records made it very  

difficult to go into hiding.

> The ban on membership of a 
criminal or terrorist organisation 
can prevent people from  
wittingly or unwittingly  
cooperate in persecution.
Photo: NIOD

Symbolisation
From May 1942 onwards, all  

Jews of six years and older had  

to wear yellow badges. These  

badges resembled the Star of 

David, abusing a Jewish  

religious symbol. They marked 

the wearers as Jews, for all the 

Discrimination
During the occupation of the Netherlands, everyone with 

one or more Jewish grandparents fell victim to persecution 

by the Nazis. Whether someone identified as Jewish was not 

considered relevant. The lives of these people were increasingly 

impacted by the discriminatory legislation. Jews often lost 

their jobs and were forced to work in labour camps. All people 

are born free and equal in rights. When people are deprived of 

their rights on the basis of, for example, origin, skin colour, or 

religion, they are discriminated against.

> To combat discrimination, we need a strong constitutional 
state to ensure that citizens 
enjoy equal rights in society. 
As a citizen, you can make 
a contribution by not being 
indifferent but defending 
your rights and those of 
others. 
Photo: Joods Historisch Museum, 1942

world to see. Like these children in Amsterdam, pretending that 

they are going camping. Jews were treated as a separate group 

and so became increasingly isolated. 

> Discriminatory symbols may be prohibited by law. But it is 
at least as important that people in society do not accept or 
use them. 
Photo: Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, summer 1942 
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Dehumanisation
The Nazis considered Jews an inferior race. Jewish possessions 

were stolen, and social ties were severed. Taking part 

in entertainment and sports were forbidden for Jews. If 

perpetrators do not see their victims as human beings, they 

find it less difficult to kill them. Jews were taken to the death 

camps in cattle and freight wagons, and the Nazis were not the 

least bit ashamed; they even recorded the deportations on film. 

> Dehumanisation starts with the way we talk about others. 
A ban on hate speech can 
counteract dehumanisation, 
but such a ban will only work 
if hate speech is generally 
considered unacceptable.
Photo (still): NIOD / Nederlands 

Instituut voor Beeld en Geluid

Persecution
Genocide aims to exterminate a whole group or people.  

The Nazis wanted to kill all Jews in Europe.  Their actions were 

not limited to adults, they targeted children as well. Eighteen 

thousand Jewish children from the Netherlands alone were 

murdered. 

Preparation
In Amsterdam, the premises of the Hollandsche Schouwburg 

were used for 16 months to hold a total of over 46,000 Dutch 

Jews awaiting deportation. The photographer recognised her 

classmate among the people in the theatre. The Hollandsche 

Schouwburg symbolises the turning point from life in restricted 

freedom to imprisonment and from life to death. Those who 

managed to escape were incredibly lucky. 

> Resisting a genocidal government or ruler is extremely  
difficult. That is why we need a 
strong international community 
to ensure that countries comply 
with the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 
Photo:  Lydia van Nobelen - Riezouw, 

NIOD, July 1942
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Denial
To this day, there are still people who deny the Holocaust ever 

happened. During the war, the perpetrators began erasing the 

traces of their crimes, to avoid being taken to trial afterwards. 

The gas chambers in Auschwitz, for instance, were blown up 

by the Nazis themselves. Many survivors consider it their duty 

to talk about their experiences. Every testimony, diary, paper, 

or photograph that documents the steps to genocide and that 

illustrates the horrors, will help disprove any denial. Therefore, 

this type of evidence is vitally important. 

Of all the children in this picture, only one girl survived the 

persecution of the Jews: Felice Polak, the girl in the middle, 

dressed in white. 

Extermination
The above steps ultimately lead to murder. In July 1942, 

the systematic murder of Dutch Jews in concentration and 

extermination camps began. Together with Jews from almost all 

other European countries, they arrived in camps that the Nazis 

had built, most of them in occupied Poland. Upon their arrival, 

many of them were selected to be killed straight away, while 

others were designated for forced 

labour until they died. Almost all of 

the Hungarian Jews in this photo 

were murdered in the gas chambers 

immediately after their arrival.

Photo: United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum, 1944

In conclusion
Not every prejudice leads to genocide, but every genocide is 

preceded by prejudice. This is an important lesson to take away 

from Stanton’s theory. Genocide does not happen overnight, 

but is conceived, prepared, and carried out by people. 

At every stage, it becomes more difficult to resist. That is why 

we need to stay alert to the precursors of genocide occurring 

anywhere in the world and to stop them while we still can.

> In a strong society, everyone’s rights are protected and 
there is no place for discrimination and hatred. Indifference 
is the biggest threat.
 

We commemorate the victims of the Holocaust to make sure 

that they are not forgotten and that we do not forget what 

discrimination and exclusion can lead to. In 2020 it is 75 years 

since the Netherlands were liberated. Every human has the 

right to live in freedom, to be himself, and to be protected 

against discrimination.

– Primo Levi

The Jewish Crèche in Amsterdam, across the street from the 

Hollandsche Schouwburg, housed thousands of children  

awaiting deportation.  

Almost 600 of them  

were saved thanks to the  

collaboration of the Jewish 

child care workers, members 

of the Jewish Council, and 

various resistance groups.

Photo: United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum, 1943

One of her classmates was already in hiding when the picture 

was taken. Thanks to their story, the memory of the other 

children was kept alive. There 

is one child in this picture 

we know nothing about, not 

even his name. He is sitting 

to Felice’s left. 

Photo: Etty Hillesum Stichting, 

Deventer
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‘It happened, therefore it can happen again: 
This is the core of what we have to say.’ 


